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Skills

Twenty-four years of fundraising, public-private partnerships and non-profit administrative experience; Thirteen years as an executive director; Experience as a development consultant in major gifts and development practices; Extensive special event experience; Experience creating, negotiating and opening special exhibits; Experience partnering nonprofits with local and federal government; Extensive public speaking experience; Experience with engaging donors and activists with social media applications; in-depth knowledge of donor database systems

Professional Experience

Great Springs Project
Parks and Trails Specialist, February 2021-present
 
*Responsible for coordinating land acquisition, local support, political support and providing general information for Great Springs Project in Comal County; working with NPS, elected officials and others to design a community effort to create a federal designation for the project

Public Lands Foundation
Executive Director, February 2021-present
 
*Coordinated a national campaign for the 75th anniversary of the Bureau of Land Management; managed national social media for organization; fundraising for 75th Anniversary, Student Congress and scholarship campaigns; set up endowment campaign for scholarship; managed relationships with sponsors and universities to operate online forums for the 75th anniversary celebrations; provided advice on the creation and management of the new America’s Public Lands Foundation


Texas State University, School of Mass Communication
Adjunct Lecturer, August 2016-present
 
*Teach senior level Mass Communication classes in Public Relations Campaigns, Fundraising & Special 
 
Events, Social Media, PR Research and Advanced Media Writing.  

Big Bend Conservancy
Executive Director, June 2007 – December 2020
*Responsible for all fundraising for the organization, completed the first multi-million dollar campaign for the BBC; handled all donor cultivation, membership recruitment, brought foundation grants to the organization from new sources; responsible for all public relations for the organization; created new fundraising events; responsible for board management; oversaw administrative staff, contractors and volunteers; organized Fall 2009 and Fall 2020 Friends Alliance Meeting, public face of the organization to all media, donors and members.
San Antonio Botanical Society

Exhibit Producer, April 2007 – October 2007
*Project lead for Dora and Diego’s Garden Adventure, including all communication with Nickelodeon; interaction with all sponsors and community partners; coordination of storyline with all parties; oversee building of set with design firm; organizing all ancillary events; oversaw all public relations and media planning to fulfill licensing requirements with Nickelodeon and create a cohesive exhibit brand 
Director of Development, December 2004 – March 2007
*Responsible for all fundraising including devising sponsorship packets, grant writing, individual and corporate membership recruitment, writing copy; event planning, database administration, board of directors relations, community relations; strategic planning; administrative duties including guiding design of marketing pieces, overhaul of website; compiling annual budget for development and events
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National Parks Conservation Association

Development Analyst, February 2004 – August 2004

*Guided development department training during the hiring of seven new staff members, provided new major gift employees with training on the donor database, department logistics for events, filled gaps for the major donor department during transition, created appeals for challenge grants 

Trustees for the Parks (TFP) Coordinator, October 2002-February 2004

*Management of $1000-$9999 level donors including mailings; writing appeals; interaction with donors;  working with vendors; planned logistics for Annual Dinner; worked with other Development staff on donor events across the country; overhaul of entire TFP database; participated in budgeting process for the TFP program; brought revenue from behind budget in FY03 to over budget in FY04  

Education

The George Washington University

MA, Tourism Administration/Sustainable Tourism (Summer 2003), MA, Media and Public Affairs (May 2002)

Texas A&M University

BA, English (May 1997)

Professional Associations and Presentations
National Parks Friends Alliance, 2007-present; National Steering Committee 2011-2012, 2019-2020
Moderator at Public Lands Alliance Conference – February 2020
Presenter at Friends Alliance Conference – September 2019 and October 2020
Coalition of Experts – ECISD Service Learning in National Parks – April 2018 – December 2020
Presenter at Public Land Alliance 2019 Annual Conference – February 2019
Presenter for PLA’s “Innovative Strategies for Community Engagement” Workshop in Denver – August 2017
Presenter for Texas Recreation and Parks Society Central Region Workshop – November 2016
Presenter for NPS’s Dynamic Partnerships Meeting at Mt. Rushmore – April 2010
Public Lands Alliance Training Corps – 2010-2014 (multiple presentations in person and online)
Public Lands Alliance Conference Committee 2009-2013, Presenter at 2010-12 PLA Conferences
Public Lands Alliance Government Relations Committee 2009-2018
American Public Gardens Association, 2004-2007
Activities

National Charities League – New Braunfels Chapter Board of Directors/Parliamentarian, 2020-2021
New Braunfels Unicorn Action PAC – 2019, 2021
Comal County Texas A&M Club Board of Directors, 2005-2019
New Braunfels ISD Bond Advisory Committee for 2019 Bond Election
New Braunfels ISD Parent Advisory Committee, 2016-2018
New Braunfels ISD Facility Planning Committee, 2016-2018
City of New Braunfels Building Standards Commission, 2009-2011

City of New Braunfels Main Street Advisory Board, 2006-2009 (Vice-Chair, 2007; Chair, 2008-2009)
City of New Braunfels Community Development Advisory Committee, 2005-2017 (V-Chair 2009, Chair 2010)
City of New Braunfels Historic Landmark Commission, 2006-2008
Certifications
LinkedIN Learning “Social Media Monitoring: Strategies and Skills” (February 2021)
CyberSecurity Training “Digital Communications” (July 2020)
Walter Cronkite School of Journalism & Mass Comm - Certificate Program for Adjunct Instructors (August 2016) 

